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Education in Germany and Japan

Foot and Shoe Science Institute
Karl-Heinz Schott

@)

gy

Education in Orthopaedic Shoe Technique
(OSTy in Germany is pat of the
Handwerksmeister and duzl education system.
It is divided into 3 stages.

The first stage typically begins after high
school with a 3.5 years apprenticeship. The
apprentice spends about 980 hours in a college
to learn theory and about 4600 hours on the job
training. There are 2 examinations held during
this stage and the Gesellenpruefung (final
examination) after the end of the 3.5 years.

The second stage is the 36-month journey -
man time. During this time the Geselle makes
practical experiences and works for pay with
registered orthopaedic shoemaker meisters.

After completing the second stage, the
Geselle can enter the Meister school. It takes
about 1500 teaching hours crammed into
usually 9-month full time. At the end the
Meisterpruefung (master examination) is held.

When | came to Japan in 1987, Japan did not
have any system for education in OST. In
1989 | started the Foot and Shoe Academy
courses in Nagoya together with Mr. Shimizu of
the Foot and Shoe Science Institute. 1t was
the first structured teaching program in Japan.

The aim of the course was and is to set up a
basic training structure that is ongoing. We
selected a curriculum that enables the
participants to deal with the most common foot
- footwear problems. The course streiches
over 2 years a total of 256 hours.

To help our graduates and their customers,
we offer a cooperation system that provides
ongoing support and training. We place a
strong emphasis on them. The participants
will have access to all technologies the OST
has to offer. This includes my consultations on
request to help the participant to handle his
unusual or complex cases.

We take the dual education model from
Germany and adopted it to our system in Japan.
On the job training and theoretical education
with follow up and support.
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